
Legends and Volcanoes



Volcanoes of Ecuador



Ecuador 
is on the

Pacific Coast of 
South America 
on the equator.
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Discussion
1. Can you tell us any folk tales, myths or legends from your country?

2. Many legends are about volcanoes.  Why do you think this is?

3. Can you think of any movies that were made from folk tales?



The Legend of Three Mountains

Text Source: https://www.discovermthood.com/legend-of-three-mountains/



Long before the arrival of explorers and settlers, Native Americans in the 
Pacific Northwest watched eruptions of Mt. St. Helens and other Cascade 
volcanoes. These phenomena required explanations, which developed into 
legends and while many tribes had their own variations on some of the 
details, the common thread in all the legends is power, love and jealousy.
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The Legend

The Klickitat people told the 
Bridge of the Gods legend. 
In this tale, the chief of all 
the gods, Tyee Sahale, and 
his two sons, Pahto (also 
called Klickitat) and 
Wy’east, traveled down the 
Columbia River from the far 
north in search of a suitable 
place to live.



They came to an area now 
known as The Dalles and 
thought they had never seen a 
land so beautiful and that it 
would be quite a fitting place 
for gods to dwell.  But, the 
sons fought over the land so 
the father stepped in to solve 
the problem.  He shot two 
arrows from his bow, one to 
the north and one to the south. 
Klickitat followed the arrow to 
the north and settled there, 
and Wy’east did the same for 
the arrow to the south.



Bridge of the Gods - Tamanawas

The chief of the gods then built 
the Bridge of the Gods, so his 
family could meet periodically.  In 
the center of the bridge burned 
the only fire in the world and 
people came from all over to get 
embers from the fire to bring 
back to their villages so they 
would have fire.



Loowitlatkla

The fire tender was “an ugly old hag” 
named Loowitlatkla which means “lady 
of fire.”  She lived in the center of the 
arch and was so faithful in her task and 
kind to the Indians who came for the fire 
that Sahale noticed her.  He decided to 
give Loowit a very special gift…eternal 
life.  However, Loowit wept because she 
did not want to live forever as an old 
woman.  Sahale could not take back his 
gift but he granted her one wish.  Her 
wish was to be young and beautiful.



One day, Wy’east came from the 
land of the Multnomahs in the 
south to see this woman he’d 
heard about.  As fate would have 
it, his brother Klickitat came down 
from the north for the same 
reason.  Both brothers fell in love 
with Loowit but she was not able 
to choose between them.



The brothers fought viciously 
over Loowit, burning villages 
and entire forests.  Sahale 
watched and became very 

angry.  In his anger, he 
destroyed the Bridge of the 
Gods which fell into the river 

and formed the Columbia 
River Gorge.
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